Contemporary art meets
Federal-style architecture
at a West Village town house
by Ghislaine Vinas
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Ghislaine Vinas never designs
anything older than right-this-
minute. Paige West runs an on-
line contemporary-art gallery,
Mixed Greens, in a Vinas-

designed office in the Starrett-
Lehigh Building. So when West
hired Vinas's GV Interior Design
to transform a Federal-style
West Village town house, only
one obstacle stood between the
pair and a consummately mod-
ern space: West's husband, real-
estate developer John Keeler.
Poring over fabric swatches and
carpet samples, Vinas and

West always arrived at the
same question. “Do you think
John will like this?"

A devotee of all things tradi-
tional, Keeler required some
convincing. “Ghislaine was bril-
liant at showing John the —
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whole picture. She'd invite us
to her office and present pin
boards of floor plans, pictures
of furniture, colors and fabrics,”
says West. When he still showed
reluctance, the twosorne would
tone it down a bit, choosing fur-
niture with classic curves and
masculine proportions. Viras
admits that the project sent her
to showrooms she'd never set

foot in before, but the result of
this design ménage a trois is
less a series of compromises
than a set of clever solutions.

Fortunately, the prior owner
had rebuilt and reinforced the
foundation and converted four
existing apartments back into
a single unit, which he ran as a
homelike special-events venue.
So Vinas could proceed straight
to the fine-tuning,

To accommodate a mammoth
ebonized-oak table—the only
piece of furniture left over from
the couple's former residence—
Vinas opened up one sidewall
of the entryway, removing
two decorative fluted columns
topped by wedding-cake capi-
tals. She made the dining room
look “both simple and period,”
she says, by installing plain
squared-off columns to support
the ceiling and replacing the
elaborate fireplace surrounds
with neoclassical versions that,
despite super-size proportions,
look born with the house.

In the library, Vinas built an
entire wall of bookcases on —
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