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It’s hard to set eyes on 
the waterfront vacation 
retreat New York-based 
designer Ghislaine Viñas 
(ghislainevinas.com) 

dreamed up for her clients in 
Palm Beach and not feel happy. 
It’s open and airy, full of natural 
light and teeming with fun 
furnishings and contemporary 
art rendered in creamsicle 
orange, sunny yellows, sunset 
ʜɔɷɦ�ȉɷȬ�ʦʁδ�ȥɫʹȲʦॸȉ�ʜȉɫȲʰʰȲ�
that speaks to the ocean-
meets-sky panoramas right 
ʁʹʰʦɔȬȲ�ʰɏȲ�ζʁʁʟॼʰʁॼȦȲɔɫɔɷɆ�
˒ɔɷȬʁ˒ʦे�Jɷ�ɅȉȦʰू�ʰɏȲ�εʟʦʰ�ʦȦȲɷȲ�
that greets the owners when 
they come home is a colorful 
cluster of woven lights made 
from recycled soda bottles 
and a grouping of popsicle 
sculptures called “You can’t 
take it with you” that follow 
ʰɏȲ�ʦȲ̍ʹȲɷȦȲ�ʁɅ�ȥȲɔɷɆ�ȬȲˑʁʹʟȲȬ�
on a balmy South Florida day. 
আΤȲ�ʜʁʜʦɔȦɫȲʦ�ȥ˘�¢ɔɴ��ȲʟɆ�ȉɷȬ�
Rebekah Myers were an instant 
hit when we showed them to 
the clients,” says Viñas, whose 
team included Natalie Kean and 

Eames stools from Design Within 
Reach pull up to the island in the 
ɦɔʰȦɏȲɷ�ȥȲɷȲȉʰɏ�ȉɷ���Â�ɫɔɆɏʰ�ε˗ʰʹʟȲे�
�ʟɷȲ�XȉȦʁȥʦȲɷ�*η�Ȧɏȉɔʟʦ�Ʌʟʁɴ�<ʟɔʰˢ�
EȉɷʦȲɷ�ɔɷ�$ȲʦɔɆɷʰȲ˗�ɅȉȥʟɔȦ�ȲɴȥʟȉȦȲ�
ʰɏȲ�Ʌʹɷ�ʜȉɫȲʰʰȲ�ɔɷ�ʰɏȲ�ɫɔˑɔɷɆ�ʟʁʁɴे

TROPICAL 
WHISPER
Modern, midcentury and retro meet in a Palm 

Beach vacation retreat, where unexpected doses of 
Ȧʁɫʁʟ�ȦʟȲȉʰȲ�ȉ�ɣʁ˘ॼεɫɫȲȬ�ȉʜʟȿʦॼȥȲȉȦɏ�ɆȲʰȉ˒ȉ े̆

�Ê�Z,��,��ò�̧,���ԺԺ���Gu¤u?ò��G,&��Ê�\,l�G�Ê&,l

79
MODERN LUXURY 



80
MODERN LUXURY 

RETREAT  HOME DESIGN

�ɷɷȲ�^ɔɷʦे�আΤȲ˘�ȉʟȲ�ʦʁ�Ʌʹɷ�ȉɷȬ�
enliven the condo when you walk 
in and look down the hallway.”  

And the furnishings are bold. 
আgɔ˗ɔɷɆ��ʁʹʰɏ��ɅʟɔȦȉɷ�ɔɷζʹȲɷȦȲʦू�
1960s Florida tropicality, modern 
art and midcentury and retro forms 
make for a truly special hybrid,” 
says the designer, who grew up in 
South Africa herself and curates 
her interiors with whimsical yet 
sophisticated leanings. “While 
it embodies the energy and 
spirit of a city, it is a haven for 
the family, where they regularly 
escape the hustle and bustle of 
life in Manhattan.” Shapely Arne 
XȉȦʁȥʦȲɷ�*η�Ȧɏȉɔʟʦू�Ʌʁʟ�Ȳ˗ȉɴʜɫȲू�
command attention in the living 
room alongside custom-colored 
yellow poufs and a simple yet 
ȉʟȦɏɔʰȲȦʰʹʟȉɫ�ȦʁȦɦʰȉɔɫ�ʰȉȥɫȲे�আΤȲ�
wife is no stranger to iconic 
design,” Viñas says. “Having grown 
up in a home with Eero Saarinen 
Âʁɴȥ�Ȧɏȉɔʟʦ�ȉɷȬ�ʁʰɏȲʟ�ɔɷζʹȲɷʰɔȉɫ�
pieces, midcentury furniture and 
modernism are hugely important to 
ɏȲʟू�˒ɏɔȦɏ�ʜɫȉ˘ȲȬ�ȉ�ʦɔɆɷɔεȦȉɷʰ�ʟʁɫȲ�
in the project’s design.”

You would never know 
ʰɏȉʰ�ʰɏȲࢽࢽࣆूࣀ�ॼʦ̍ʹȉʟȲॼɅʁʁʰ�
condo, originally built in the 
1980s, was once dark and dated. 
With construction helmed by 
George Beaver of Delray Beach-
based Sexton House Interiors 
(sextonhouse.com), it now stands as 
ȉ�ɅʟȲʦɏ�ȉɷȬ�ɣʁ˘ॼεɫɫȲȬ�ȥȲȉȦɏ�ɏȉˑȲɷे�
�ɔʟȦʹɫȉʟ�Ʌʁʟɴʦ�ʰɏʟʁʹɆɏʁʹʰॸ
note the round mirror in the 
primary bedroom corridor and 
ʰɏȲ�ɏȉɫɅॼɴʁʁɷ�ζʁȉʰɔɷɆ�ȦʁɷʦʁɫȲʦ�ɔɷ�
ʰɏȲ�Ȳɷʰʟ˘ॸʜȉɔʟ�˒ɔʰɏ�ʜɫȉ˘Ʌʹɫ�˘Ȳʰ�
calculated color choices. White 
ȦʁΦȲʟȲȬ�ȦȲɔɫɔɷɆʦ�ɔɷ�ʰɏȲ�ɆʟȲȉʰ�ʟʁʁɴ�
and crisp cabinetry and a powder 
blue backsplash in the kitchen 
keep the canvas bright, along with 
an ombre wallcovering in one of 
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�ɫʁȦɦ˒ɔʦȲ�Ʌʟʁɴ�ʰʁʜ�ɫȲδु�E�È�ʜɔɫɫʁ˒ʦ�ʰʁʜ�ȉ�^ɔɆɷȲ��ʁʦȲʰ�ʦʁɅȉ�ɔɷ�ʰɏȲ�
ɫɔˑɔɷɆ�ʟʁʁɴ�ȉɫʁɷɆʦɔȬȲ��ʁɷȉȦɔɷȉࣆࣅࣅࢾ��ʜʁʹɅʦ�ɔɷ�Zɷʁɫɫ¢Ȳ˗ʰɔɫȲʦ�ɅȉȥʟɔȦौ�
gʁʟʁʦʁ�Ȧɏȉɔʟʦ�˒ɔʰɏ��ɔʟ��ʰʟɔʜȲॼȉॼɫʁʰ�ɅȉȥʟɔȦ�ȥ˘�=ɏɔʦɫȉɔɷȲ�Áɔʀȉʦ�Ʌʁʟ�E�<�
¢Ȳ˗ʰɔɫȲʦ�ȦɔʟȦɫȲ�ȉ�ȬɔɷɔɷɆ�ʰȉȥɫȲ�Ʌʟʁɴ��ȦȉɷȬɔɷȉˑɔȉɷ��ʜȉȦȲʦ�ȥȲɷȲȉʰɏ�ȉʟʰ�ȥ˘�
�ɫ˘ʦʁɷ�<ʁ˗�Ʌʟʁɴ��ʟʰ�ʰȉʟौ�ȉ��*¢�^ȉɴʜ��ʁɫʁɴȥɔȉ�ɣʁɔɷʦ�ȉ�^ʹȬ˒ɔɆ�<ȉˑʟȲ�
ʜɏʁʰʁ�Ʌʟʁɴ��ʟʰ�ʰȉʟ�ɔɷ�ʰɏȲ�Ȳɷʰʟ˘े�ΤȲ�ʜʁʜʦɔȦɫȲʦ�ȉʟȲ�Ʌʟʁɴ�$Ȳȉɷ��ʟʁɣȲȦʰे�



ΤȲ�ʦȲʟȲɷȲ�ʜʟɔɴȉʟ˘�
bedroom boasts art 
ȥ˘��ɫ˘ʦʁɷ�<ʁ˗ू�ȉɷ�
�E�ȥȲȬ�ɔɷ��ȲʟȲɷɷɔȉɫʦ�
ɅȉȥʟɔȦू�ȉ�Zɷʁɫɫ�ȥȲɷȦɏ�
ȉɷȬ�^ʁʹɔʦ��ʁʹɫʦȲɷ�
ɫȉɴʜʦे�sʜʜʁʦɔʰȲ�
ʜȉɆȲु�Áɔʀȉʦ�ȬȲʦɔɆɷȲȬ�
the media room’s 
˒ȉɫɫʜȉʜȲʟ�Ʌʁʟ�<ɫȉˑʁʟ�
�ȉʜȲʟौ�ȉ�ɴɔʟʟʁʟ�Ʌʟʁɴ�
Collector signals the 
primary bedroom 
along with art by 
Menghan Qi from 
���$��ʟʰ��ȉɫȲʦे��
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the bedrooms and a sandy-
hued, oversize palm print in the 
ɴȲȬɔȉ�ʟʁʁɴे�¢ʁ�ȉȦȦʁɴɴʁȬȉʰȲ�
the owners and their two 
ʰȲȲɷȉɆȲʟʦॸȉɷȬ�ʰɏȲɔʟ�ʜȲɷȦɏȉɷʰ�
for entertaining friends and 
Ʌȉɴɔɫ˘�ȉʜʟȿʦॼȥȲȉȦɏॸÁɔʀȉʦ�
upholstered much of the seating 
with durable performance 
fabrics from her collection with 
E�<�¢Ȳ˗ʰɔɫȲʦे�Jɷ�ʰɏȲ�ʜʟɔɴȉʟ˘�
bedroom, she incorporated 
gradient shades of blue and gray, 
drawing inspiration from the 
colors of the ocean and how they 
constantly change with the sun.

আΤɔʦ�ȦʁʹʜɫȲ�ɫʁˑȲʦ�Ȧʁɫʁʟ�ȉɷȬ�
they are attracted to enlivened 
interiors,” says Viñas; and she 
would know, since she’s designed 

Ʌʁʟ�ʰɏȲ�ʁ˒ɷȲʟʦ�ȥȲɅʁʟȲे�আΤȲ�
colors of this project are much 
ʦʁδȲʟ�ȉɷȬ�ɴʁʟȲ�ʜȉʦʰȲɫ�ʰɏȉɷ�ɔɷ�
our other projects. It’s all about 
the meticulous placement of 
color and making sure that 
those colors are balanced. It’s 
also really blue-centric because 
this kind of project works 
ȥȲȉʹʰɔɅʹɫɫ˘�˒ɔʰɏ�ȥɫʹȲʦॸʦʁ�
much ocean and sky to look 
at through every window.” 
And that oversize palm frond 
wallcovering in the media room? 
It’s also a nod to the locale. 
আΤȲʟȲ�ȉʟȲ�ʰʟʁʜɔȦȉɫ�ɫȲȉˑȲʦ�ʰɏȉʰ�
we subtly incorporated into 
the design,” she says. “We didn’t 
want this to be a tropical scream 
but instead a tropical whisper.” 


